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ADDRESSES: Direct all comments to 
David Rostker, Office of Management 
and Budget, Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs, NEOB, Room 10202, 
Washington, DC 20503 (202) 395–3897. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: With 
respect to the proposed collection of 
information, Ex-Im Bank invites 
comments as to: 
—Whether the proposed collection of 

information is necessary for the 
proper performance of the functions 
of Ex-Im Bank, including whether the 
information will have a practical use; 

—The accuracy of Ex-Im Bank’s 
estimate of the burden of the 
proposed collection of information, 
including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; 

—Ways to enhance the quality, 
usefulness, and clarity of the 
information to be collected; and 

—Ways to minimize the burden of 
collection of information on those 
who are to respond, including 
through the use of appropriate 
automated electronic, mechanical, or 
other technological collection 
techniques or other forms of 
information technology; e.g., 
permitting electronic submission of 
responses 

Title & Form Number: 2006 Exporter 
& Banker Survey of Ex-Im Bank 
Competitiveness, EIB Form 00–02. 

OMB Number: 3048–0004. 
Type of Review: Revision of a 

currently approved collection. 
Annual Number of Respondents: 60. 
Annual Burden Hours: 60. 
Frequency of Reporting or Use: 

Annual Survey. 
Dated: December 8, 2006. 

Solomon Bush, 
Agency Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 06–9680 Filed 12–13–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6690–01–M 

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

Sunshine Act Notices Meeting 

DATE AND TIME: Thursday, December 14, 
2006 at 10 a.m. 

PLACE: 999 E Street, NW., Washington, 
DC (ninth floor). 

STATUS: This meeting will be open to the 
public. 

THE FOLLOWING ITEM HAS BEEN ADDED TO 
THE AGENDA: Purpose of Disbursement 
Policy Statement. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Robert Biersack, Press Officer, 
Telephone: (202) 694–1220. 

Mary W. Dove, 
Secretary of the Commission. 
[FR Doc. 06–9721 Filed 12–12–06; 10:53 am] 
BILLING CODE 6715–01–M 

FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 

Sunshine Act Meeting 

AGENCY HOLDING THE MEETING: Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System. 
TIME AND DATE: 10:00 a.m., Monday, 
December 18, 2006. 
PLACE: Marriner S. Eccles Federal 
Reserve Board Building, 20th Street 
entrance between Constitution Avenue 
and C Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20551. 
STATUS: Open. 

We ask that you notify us in advance 
if you plan to attend the open meeting 
and provide your name, date of birth, 
and social security number (SSN) or 
passport number. You may provide this 
information by calling (202) 452–2474 
or you may register online. You may 
pre–register until close of business 
December 15, 2006. You also will be 
asked to provide identifying 
information, including a photo ID, 
before being admitted to the Board 
meeting. The Public Affairs Office must 
approve the use of cameras; please call 
(202) 452–2955 for further information. 
If you need an accommodation for a 
disability, please contact Penelope 
Beattie on (202) 452–3982. For the 
hearing impaired only, please use the 
Telecommunication Device for the Deaf 
(TDD) on (202) 263–4869. 
Privacy Act Notice: Providing the 
information requested is voluntary; 
however, failure to provide your name, 
date of birth, and social security number 
or passport number may result in denial 
of entry to the Federal Reserve Board. 
This information is solicited pursuant to 
Sections 10 and 11 of the Federal 
Reserve Act and will be used to 
facilitate a search of law enforcement 
databases to confirm that no threat is 
posed to Board employees or property. 
It may be disclosed to other persons to 
evaluate a potential threat. The 
information also may be provided to law 
enforcement agencies, courts, and 
others, but only to the extent necessary 
to investigate or prosecute a violation of 
law. 
MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED: 
Discussion Agenda: 

1. Proposed joint rules implementing 
the ‘‘Broker’’ exceptions for banks under 
the Gramm–Leach–Bliley Act. 
NOTE: This meeting will be recorded for 
the benefit of those unable to attend. 
Cassettes will be available for listening 
in the Board’s Freedom of Information 
Office, and copies may be ordered for $6 
per cassette by calling 202–452–3684 or 
by writing to: Freedom of Information 
Office, Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System, Washington, 
D.C. 20551. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Michelle Smith, Director, or Dave 
Skidmore, Assistant to the Board, Office 
of Board Members at 202–452–2955. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: You may 
call (202) 452–3206 for a recorded 
announcement of this meeting; or you 
may contact the Board’s Web site at 
http://www.federalreserve.gov for an 
electronic announcement. (The Web site 
also includes procedural and other 
information about the open meeting.) 

Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System, December 11, 2006. 
Robert deV. Frierson, 
Deputy Secretary of the Board. 
[FR Doc. 06–9715 Filed 12–11–06; 4:19 pm] 
BILLING CODE 6210–01–S 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Medicare Program; Medicare Appeals; 
Adjustment to the Amount in 
Controversy Threshold Amounts for 
Calendar Year 2007 

ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: This notice announces the 
annual adjustment in the amount in 
controversy (AIC) threshold amounts for 
administrative law judge (ALJ) hearings 
and judicial review under the Medicare 
appeals process. The adjustments to the 
AIC threshold amounts will be effective 
for requests for ALJ hearings and 
judicial review filed on or after January 
1, 2007. The 2007 AIC threshold 
amounts are $110 for ALJ hearings and 
$1,130 for judicial review. 
DATES: Effective Date: January 1, 2007. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Michael L. Lipinski, Office of Medicare 
Hearings and Appeals, Office of the 
Secretary; (216) 615–4084. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Background 

Section 1869(b)(1)(E) of the Social 
Security Act, as amended by Section 
521 of the Medicare, Medicaid and 
SCHIP Benefits Improvement and 
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Protection Act of 2000 (BIPA), 
established the AIC threshold amounts 
for ALJ hearing requests and judicial 
review at $100 and $1000, respectively, 
for Medicare Part A and Part B appeals. 
Section 940 of the Medicare 
Prescription Drug, Improvement, and 
Modernization Act of 2003 (Medicare 
Modernization Act ‘‘MMA’’), amended 
section 1869(b)(1)(E) to require the AIC 
threshold amounts for ALJ hearings and 
judicial review be adjusted annually. 
The AIC threshold amounts are to be 
adjusted, as of January 2005, by the 
percentage increase in the medical care 
component of the consumer price index 
for all urban consumers (U.S. city 
average) for July 2003 to the July of the 
preceding year involved and rounded to 
the nearest multiple of $10. Section 
940(b)(2) of the MMA provided 
conforming amendments to apply the 
AIC adjustment requirement to 
Medicare Part C (Medicare Advantage 
‘‘MA’’) appeals and certain health 
maintenance organization and 
competitive health plan appeals. Health 
care prepayment plans are also subject 
to MA appeals rules, including the AIC 
adjustment requirement. Section 101 of 
the MMA provides for the application of 
the AIC adjustment requirement to 
Medicare Part D appeals. 

A. Medicare Part A and Part B Appeals 
The statutory formula for the annual 

adjustment to the AIC threshold 
amounts for ALJ hearings and judicial 
review of Medicare Part A and Part B 
appeals, set forth at section 
1869(b)(1)(E) of the Social Security Act 
[42 U.S.C. 1395ff(b)(1)(E)], is included 
in the applicable implementing 
regulations, 42 CFR part 405, subpart I, 
at § 405.1006(b). The regulations require 
the Secretary of the Department of 
Health and Human Services (the 
Secretary) to publish changes to the AIC 
threshold amounts in the Federal 
Register. 42 CFR 405.1006(b)(2). In 
order to be entitled to a hearing before 
an ALJ, a party to a proceeding must 
meet the AIC requirement. 42 CFR 
405.1006(c). Similarly, a party must 
meet the AIC requirement at the time 
judicial review is requested for the court 
to have jurisdiction over the appeal. 42 
CFR 405.1136(a). 

B. Medicare Part C (Medicare 
Advantage) Appeals 

Section 940(b)(2) of the MMA applies 
the AIC adjustment requirement to Part 
C (MA) appeals by amending section 
1852(g)(5) of the Social Security Act [42 
U.S.C. §§ 1395w–22(g)(5)]. The 
implementing regulations for Medicare 
Part C appeals are found at 42 CFR part 
422, subpart M. Specifically, sections 

422.600 and 422.612 discuss the AIC 
threshold amounts for ALJ hearings and 
judicial review. Section 422.600 grants 
any party, except the MA organization, 
a right to an ALJ hearing as long as the 
amount remaining in controversy after 
reconsideration meets the threshold 
requirement established annually by the 
Secretary. Section 422.612 states that 
any party, including the MA 
organization, may request judicial 
review if the amount in controversy 
meets the threshold requirement 
established annually by the Secretary. 

C. Health Maintenance Organizations, 
Competitive Medical Plans, and Health 
Care Prepayment Plans 

Section 940(b)(2) of the MMA also 
amended section 1876(c)(5)(B) of the 
Social Security Act [42 U.S.C. 
1395ff(c)(5)(B)] to make section 
1869(b)(1)(E) applicable to certain 
beneficiary appeals within the context 
of health maintenance organizations and 
competitive medical plans. The 
applicable implementing regulations for 
Medicare Part C appeals set forth in 
subpart M of 42 CFR part 422 and 
discussed above, apply to these appeals. 
The Medicare Part C appeals rules also 
apply to health care prepayment plan 
appeals. 

D. Medicare Part D (Prescription Drug 
Plan) Appeals 

The annually adjusted AIC threshold 
amounts for ALJ hearings and judicial 
review that apply to Medicare Parts A, 
B, and C appeals also apply to Medicare 
Part D appeals. Section 101 of the MMA 
added section 1860D–4(h)(1) regarding 
Part D appeals to the Social Security Act 
[42 U.S.C. 1395w–104(h)(1)]. This 
statutory provision requires a 
prescription drug plan sponsor to meet 
the requirements set forth in sections 
1852(g)(4) and (g)(5) of the Social 
Security Act [42 U.S.C. 1395w–22(g)(4), 
(g)(5)] in a similar manner as MA 
organizations. As noted above, the 
annually adjusted AIC threshold 
requirement was added to section 
1852(g)(5) by section 940(b)(2)(A) of the 
MMA. The implementing regulations for 
Medicare Part D appeals can be found 
at 42 CFR part 423, subpart M. The 
regulations impart at section 423.562(c) 
that unless the Part D appeals rules 
provide otherwise, the Part C appeals 
rules (including the annually adjusted 
AIC threshold amount) apply to Part D 
appeals to the extent they are 
appropriate. More specifically, 
§§ 423.610 and 423.630 of the Part D 
appeals rules discuss the AIC threshold 
amounts for ALJ hearings and judicial 
review. Section 423.610(a) grants a Part 
D enrollee, who is dissatisfied with the 

Independent Review Entity (IRE) 
reconsideration determination, a right to 
an ALJ hearing if the amount remaining 
in controversy after the IRE 
reconsideration meets the threshold 
amount established annually by the 
Secretary. Section 423.630(a) allows a 
Part D enrollee to request judicial 
review if the AIC meets the threshold 
amount established annually by the 
Secretary. 

II. AIC Adjustment Formula and AIC 
Adjustments 

As previously noted, section 940 of 
the MMA requires that the AIC 
threshold amounts be adjusted 
annually, beginning in January of 2005, 
by the percentage increase in the 
medical care component of the 
consumer price index (CPI) for all urban 
consumers (U.S. city average) for July 
2003 to the July of the preceding year 
involved and rounded to the nearest 
multiple of $10. 

A. Calendar Year 2005 
The AIC threshold amount for ALJ 

hearing requests remained at $100 and 
the AIC threshold amount for judicial 
review rose to $1,050 for the 2005 
calendar year. The 2005 AIC threshold 
amounts were published in the 
preamble to the Interim Final Rule, 70 
FR 11420, 11423 (March 8, 2005), titled 
‘‘Medicare Program: Changes to the 
Medicare Claims Appeal Procedures.’’ 
In addition, this information was 
previously made available to the public 
through a change to the Medicare 
Claims Processing Manual. CMS Change 
Request 3127, Revisions and Corrections 
to Chapter 29 of the IOM, Claims 
Processing Manual—Appeals § 30.8 
(Nov. 26, 2004). 

B. Calendar Year 2006 
The AIC threshold amount for ALJ 

hearing requests rose to $110 and the 
AIC threshold amount for judicial 
review rose to $1,090 for the 2006 
calendar year. The 2006 AIC threshold 
amounts were published by Notice in 
the Federal Register, 71 FR 2247 (Jan. 
13, 2006). 

C. Calendar Year 2007 
The AIC threshold amount for ALJ 

hearing requests will remain at $110 
and the AIC threshold amount for 
judicial review will rise to $1,130 for 
the 2007 calendar year. These new 
amounts are based on the 13.2 percent 
increase in the medical care component 
of the CPI from July of 2003 to July of 
2006. The CPI level was at 297.6 in July 
of 2003 and rose to 337.0 in July of 
2006. This change accounted for the 
13.2 percent increase. The AIC 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 17:54 Dec 13, 2006 Jkt 211000 PO 00000 Frm 00025 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\14DEN1.SGM 14DEN1rw
ilk

in
s 

on
 P

R
O

D
1P

C
63

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E
S



75252 Federal Register / Vol. 71, No. 240 / Thursday, December 14, 2006 / Notices 

threshold amount for ALJ hearing 
requests changes to $113.20 based on 
the 13.2 percent increase. In accordance 
with section 940 of the MMA, this 
amount is rounded to the nearest 

multiple of $10. Therefore, the 2007 AIC 
threshold amount for ALJ hearings is 
$110. The AIC threshold amount for 
judicial review changes to $1,132 based 
on the 13.2 percent increase. This 

amount was rounded to the nearest 
multiple of $10, resulting in a 2007 AIC 
threshold amount of $1,130. 

D. Summary Table of Adjustments in 
the AIC Threshold Amounts 

TABLE 1.—AMOUNT-IN-CONTROVERSY THRESHOLD AMOUNTS 

CY 2004 CY 2005 CY 2006 CY 2007 

ALJ Hearing ..................................................................................................................... $100 $100 $110 $110 
Judicial Review ................................................................................................................ 1000 1050 1090 1130 

CY—Calendar Year. 

Dated: December 7, 2006. 
Ann C. Agnew, 
Executive Secretary to the Department. 
[FR Doc. E6–21232 Filed 12–13–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4150–26–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Request for Information (RFI): 
Guidance for Prioritization of Pre- 
pandemic and Pandemic Influenza 
Vaccine 

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, 
Department of Health and Human 
Services. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: Influenza viruses have 
threatened the health of animal and 
human populations for centuries. A 
pandemic occurs when a novel strain of 
influenza virus emerges that has the 
ability to infect and be passed between 
humans. Because humans lack 
immunity to the new virus, a worldwide 
epidemic, or pandemic, can ensue. 
Three human influenza pandemics 
occurred in the 20th century. In the 
U.S., each pandemic led to illness in 
approximately 30 percent of the 
population and death in between 2 in 
100 and 2 in 1,000 of those infected. It 
is projected that a modern pandemic, 
absent effective control measures, could 
result in the deaths of 200,000 to 2 
million people in the United States 
alone. Extensive information on Federal 
government strategic and 
implementation plans for pandemic flu 
is available at http:// 
www.pandemicflu.gov. 

A critical part of the United States 
Government (USG) strategy to control 
the spread of a pandemic and reduce its 
health and societal impact is through 
the use of vaccines. The U. S. 
Government is working toward a goal of 
expanding domestic influenza vaccine 
surge capacity for the production of 
pandemic influenza vaccines for the 
entire population within six months of 

a pandemic declaration. However, at the 
beginning of a pandemic, the scarcity of 
pre-pandemic influenza vaccine and 
pandemic influenza vaccine (which 
could include up to two doses) will 
require that the limited supply be 
prioritized for distribution and 
administration. Pre-pandemic vaccine 
refers to influenza vaccine that is 
produced against a virus strain that is 
believed to have pandemic potential 
and is maintained in a national 
stockpile. Depending on what influenza 
strain actually causes the pandemic, 
stockpiled pre-pandemic vaccine may 
provide some protection. Total 
quantities of pre-pandemic vaccines 
will be limited. 

Accordingly, the Federal government 
has initiated a process to provide 
guidance to assist State and local 
governments, communities, tribal and 
territorial governments, and the private 
sector in defining groups that should be 
considered for priority access to scarce 
vaccine. Guidance will be drafted by a 
Federal interagency task force that will 
seek information and advice from 
relevant individual stakeholders, a 
public engagement process in selected 
communities across the country, and 
through this Request for Information 
(RFI). The Federal government plans to 
issue draft guidance resulting from this 
process for public comment before 
finalization. 

With this RFI, the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) 
requests input from the public on 
considerations in developing guidance 
for prioritization of the distribution and 
administration of both pre-pandemic 
and pandemic influenza vaccines based 
on various pandemic severity and 
vaccine supply scenarios. Specifically, 
HHS is seeking input on pandemic 
influenza vaccine prioritization 
considerations from all interested and 
affected parties, including but not 
limited to public health and health care 
individuals and organizations, as well 
as those from other sectors of the 
economy including, for example, travel 

and transportation, commerce and trade, 
law enforcement, emergency 
management and responders, other 
critical infrastructure sectors and the 
general public. Previous reports relating 
to pandemic influenza vaccine 
prioritization issues are available at 
http://www.pandemicflu.gov. 
DATES: Responses should be submitted 
to the Department of Health and Human 
Services on or before 5 p.m., EDT, 
January 18, 2007. 
ADDRESSES:

Instructions for Submitting 
Comments: Electronic responses are 
preferred and may be addressed to 
PandemicFlu.RFI@ hhs.gov. Written 
responses should be addressed to 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, Room 434E, 200 Independence 
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20201, 
Attention: Pandemic Influenza Vaccine 
Prioritization RFI. A copy of this RFI is 
also available on the PandemicFlu.Gov 
Web site and at http:// 
www.aspe.hhs.gov/PIV/rfi. Please follow 
instructions for submitting responses. 

The submission of written materials 
in response to the RFI should not 
exceed 25 pages, not including 
appendices and supplemental 
documents. Responders may submit 
other forms of electronic materials to 
demonstrate or exhibit concepts of their 
written responses. Any information you 
submit will be made public. 
Consequently, do not send proprietary, 
commercial, financial, business 
confidential, trade secret, or personal 
information that you do not wish to be 
made public. 

Public Access: Responses to this RFI 
will be available to the public in the 
HHS Public Reading Room, 200 
Independence Avenue, SW., 
Washington, DC 20201. Please call (202) 
690–7453 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. to 
arrange access. The RFI and all 
responses will also be made available on 
the HHS Web site at PandemicFlu.Gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr. 
Ben Schwartz, Office of Public Health 
and Science, (404) 639–8953. 
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